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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 145 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



A copy of the European Search Report from applicants' corresponding European 



patent application is enclosed. 

Enclosed is a copy of European Published Patent Application No. 1 186961 



(European '961). The European Search Report cited European '961 as being 
particularly relevant by itself (Category X) regarding Claim 27 of applicants' 
corresponding European patent application. The European Search Report cited 
European '961 as being technological background regarding Claims 1 and 15 of 
applicants' corresponding European patent application. The European Search Report 
cited the abstract, and paragraphs 0001, 0031, 0032, 0039, 0062, 0063 and 0070 of 
European '961. 



A list of the references cited above is enclosed. 
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Fisher, Christen & Sabol 
1725 K St., NW, Suite 1108 
Washington, DC 20006 
Tel.: 202-659-2000 



Respectfully submitted, 

Virgn H. Marsh 
Reg. N o. 23,083 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence dated December 31 , * 
2003 is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 145, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on December 31, 2003. 
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